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here is 500th anniversary of the Piri Reis World Map (1513). This map 
marks a significant event in the history of our country and has enabled its 

collective knowledge to be transmitted through generations. As a rare world 
map from the 15th and 16th centuries, Piri Reis World Map, named for the 
famed Ottoman admiral, geographer and cartographer who authored it, is an 
invaluable piece of the world’s documentary heritage as it provides insight on 
the history of its time. It is therefore part of the Memory of the World and 
should be made better known. 
 
 
So, Bostanli Rotaract Club wanted to prepare “World Explorers Bulletin” to 
celebrate it by taking the opportunity to exchange informations about the most 
famous/accomplished explorers of all time. 11 fellow Rotaract clubs joined to 
this action. Participation clubs chose one remarkable explorer from their own 
country and prepared a small text including a brief description about the 
explorer. 
 
 
 
Bostanli Rotaract Club would like to express the most sincere thanks to all 
participants. 
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ROTARACT CLUB OF BOSTANLI 

RID 2440 – TURKEY 
 
 
Piri Reis 
 
Famous Turkish sailor and the first Turkish marine cartographer born in Gelibolu 
between 1465 and 1470 (The exact date of his birth is unknown). Piri Reis was both a 
great sea commander who was heroic and smart and one of the most important 
cartographers and sailor writers of his time. 

 
Starting with his days of piracy, he 
systematically wrote down his 
observations. Works he produced written 
by using the material he found on marine 
cartography and marine geography and 
the maps he produced have a 
distinguished place in history of science. 
Piri Reis map is a world map compiled in 
1513 by the Ottoman admiral and 
cartographer Piri Reis. The Piri Reis Map 
of 1513 is one of the most beautiful, 
interesting, important, and mysterious 
maps to have survived from the Age of 
Discovery. Yet for all its importance, it is 

one of the least understood maps of this momentous and remarkable period in the 
history of cartography. This map was presented by Piri Reis to Yavuz Sultan Selim in 
Egypt in 1517. The historical importance of the map lies in its demonstration of the 
extent of exploration of the New World in the 16th century. Map includes 117 place-
names. Most are typical of portolan charts and easily identifiable, particularly those 
found in Europe, Africa, South America, and the Atlantic islands (both real and 
imaginary). He died in 1553. The world map he charted was printed by the Turkish 
Historical Institution in 1935. The map is currently located in the Library of the 
Topkapı Palace in Turkish province Istanbul.  
 
On the other hand, he wrote many books about geography, cartography and 
seamanship. He is primarily known today for his maps and charts collected in his 
Kitab-ı Bahriye (Book of Navigation), a book that contains detailed information on 
navigation, as well as very accurate charts (for its time) describing the important ports 
and cities of the Mediterranean Sea. His other books are Hadikat’ül Bahriye, 
Netayic’ül-Efkar fi Cezayir’ül Bihar, Bilad’ül Aminat and Eşkalname. Several warships 
and submarines of the Turkish Navy have been named after Piri Reis. The map was 
depicted on the reverse of the Turkish 10 million lira banknote of 1999-2005 and of 
the 10 new lira banknote of 2005-2009. 
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ROTARACT CLUB OF NICOSIA 

RID 2452 – CYPRUS 
 
 
George Andreou 
 
At the age of 39, George Andreou, from Famagusta, Cyprus made his dream come 
true. On 19 May 2012 George Andreou, became the first Cypriot to climb Mt. Everest. 

 
He is the Vice President of the Cyprus Federation 
of Mountaineering, Climbing and Guidance and 
managed to reach the highest point on earth at 
the closest point to the sky, where there is no 
flora and fauna, where there is absolute silence. 
His models are all those people that competed 
and succeeded to change the world with their 
achievements and unorthodox strategies. Sports 
is a lifestyle for him, he never left and never 
allowed himself to remain in the shadows of 
everyday life.  
 

It all started the summer of 2010 when he decided to climb up on top of the world, the 
mountain Everest, at 8,848 m, so he started his preparation for two years. The 
journey that followed was destined to be exciting. He had all this time at his side 
people who believed in him and his vision. So, on 25 March 2012 starting from his 
beloved home city Famagusta, Paralimni left for Nepal to try climbing Mt. Everest, the 
shortest road leads to heaven. 
 
George Andreou, with patience and perseverance, managed to reach the highest point 
of Mount Everest and leave there the Cypriot flag. The success was great, as it is the 
first our countryman who reached the top of the tallest mountain in the world, where, 
it is said, is the ‘third pole’, one of the most inaccessible places of our planet.  
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ROTARACT CLUB OF NIS-CONSTANTINE THE GREAT 

RID 2483 – SERBIA 
 
 
Jovan Cvijić 
 
Jovan Cvijić was a world-renowned Serbian scientist and explorer who lived in the 
19th and 20th century. He was famous for immersing himself in various areas of 
science like geomorphology, ethnography, geology, anthropology, history but first and 
foremost, he was a geographer and he is considered to be one of the pioneers of 
geography in Serbia. 

 
He was born on October 11th 1865 in Loznica. His father 
was a merchant and his mother was a housewife. After 
graduating from elementary school and lower grammar 
school, he enrolled and graduated from The First Belgrade 
Grammar School, department of natural sciences and 
mathematics in 1884. Upon graduation he wanted to study 
medicine, but Loznica municipality was unable to give him 
a scholarship to study abroad. Devastated, he turned to 
his high school teacher, who without hesitation advised 
him to attend geography classes on 'Velika Škola' in 
Belgrade. And so he did that same year, which started a 
life long expedition which would change the course of 
world geography at least three times. He would later get a 

state scholarship to study in Vienna. He did research for 38 years, during which he 
led expeditions all over the Balkans, Southern Carpathian Mountains and Asia Minor.  
 
His main creed was 'One should study geography by exploring and not by sitting in a 
cabinet'. The expeditions resulted in numerous research papers. He traveled even in 
harsh environmental and socio-political circumstances, exposing himself to 
unpleasant and sometimes life-threatening situations.   
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ROTARACT CLUB OF BRAMPTON 

RID 7080 – CANADA 
 
 
 
Henry Hudson 
 
The word Canada speaks for innovators, humanitarians, artists and peacemakers. 
Tucked away in the most North western part of the world, our young nation was one of 
the last to be touched by the western world. Like all good things come to those who 
persevere, this land of opportunities promised it’s treasures to those who could face 
the harsh winters and endure the forests. And to those who could befriend the native 
people of the land, and work in harmony with nature rather than against it. The 16th 
and 17th century saw a rise of many such explorers determined to explore the 
unknown land, which they made home and to tap into its riches. 

 
One such explorer was Hudson Henry. Born in 
England in 1565, this young explorer visited New 
World four times in his lifetime. While working for 
the Muscovy Company, his mission was to find a 
Northwest Passage because a waterway cutting 
through North America would help traders sail to 
Asia. Although he was unsuccessful in finding the 
Northwest Passage despite making two trips to the 
west, he got hired by the Dutch East India Company 
and was assigned to find a passageway further south, 
where the adventurous explorer found the present 
day Hudson River. It is also said that he was one of 
the earliest people to discover and establish the 
present day New York City and New York’s harbor. 

Although upon sailing 240 km north from the harbor he finally realized that it was not 
a passage to India, he still appreciated the riches and the beauty of the diverse and 
glorious landscapes. Thanks to his journals, this land became highly populated by 
Dutch settlers. Unfortunately though, the civil unrest and the rebellion in the area at 
that time led to the deaths of Hudson, his son and seven crew members in a boat at 
Hudson Bay.  
 
Although Hudson died in a tragic way, his contributions to Canada, and all of North 
America will remain timeless, and he will remain a part of this great nation for as long 
as the Hudson Bay and River do.  
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ROTARACT CLUB OF RAJDHANI 

RID 3290 – NEPAL 
 
 
Tenzing Norgay Sherpa 
 
It has been a long road... From a mountain coolie, a bearer of loads, to a wearer of a 
coat with rows of medals who is carried about in planes and worries about income tax. 

  
He, recipient of order of the star of Nepal and George 
Medal  (1914 – 1986) was a Nepalese mountaineer. 
Among the most famous mountain climbers in 
history, he was one of the first two individuals known 
to have reached the summit of Mount Everest, which 
he accomplished with Sir Edmund Hillary in 
1953. He was named by Time as one of the 100 most 
influential people of the 20th century. He was a 
Sherpa born and brought up in Tengboche. He got 
his first opportunity to join an Everest expedition 
when he was employed by Eric Shipton, leader of the 
reconnaissance expedition in 1935. He also took part 

in other climbs in various parts of the Indian subcontinent. He and Raymond 
Lambert reached on 28 May 1950 the then-record height of 8,600 metres 
(28,200 ft), and this expedition, during which he was for the first time considered a 
full expedition member. In 1953, he took part in John Hunt’s expedition, his own 
seventh expedition to Everest. A member of the team was Edmund Hillary. Tenzing 
and Hillary were the first people to conclusively set their feet on the summit of Mt. 
Everest. They reached it together, as a team. King Tribhuvan of Nepal also presented 
him with the order of the star of Nepal, 1st Class in 1953. In 1959, the government of 
India awarded him the Padma Bhushan, the third highest civilian award of India. He 
also received several other decorations through his career. He became the first 
Director of Field Training of the Himalayan Mountaineering 
Institute in Darjeeling when it was set up in 1954. In 1978, he founded Tenzing 
Norgay Adventures, a company providing trekking adventures in the Himalayas. He 
died of a cerebral haemorrhage in Darjeeling, India in 1986, at age 71. His remains 
were cremated in Himalayan Mountaineering Institute, Darjeeling, his favourite haunt. 
In January 2008, Lukla Airport was renamed Tenzing-Hillary Airport in honour of the 
pair and their achievement. 
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ROTARACT CLUB OF MEDELLIN EL POBLADO 

RID 4271 – COLOMBIA 
 
 
Juan Bautista Agustin Codazzi Bertolo 
 

 
He (1793 – 1859) born in Lugo, Italia and 
performance as military engineer, geographer, and 
cartographer who in 1850 home work with 
geographical commission of Nueva Granada 
(currently Colombia) in order to make the country 
map with the way of the rivers, cordilleras, and 
political division.  
 
He travel across the all regions of the country and its 
limits in the company of biologist, poets, botanical, 
and writers.  
 
In 1840 received the award geographical society of 
Paris by his wonderful work. currently our national 
geographic institute called Agustin Codazzi in his 
honor. 
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ROTARACT CLUB OF SAO PAULO ESPRO 

RID 4610 – BRAZIL 
 
 
Cândido Mariano da Silva Rondon 
 
Cândido Mariano da Silva Rondon, or Marechal Rondon (1865 – 1958) was a Brazilian 
military officer who is most famous for his exploration of Mato Grosso and the Western 
Amazon Basin, and his life-long support of Brazilian indigenous populations. He was 
the first director of Brazil’s Indian Protection Bureau (SPI/FUNAI) and responsible for 
the creation of the Xingu National Park. The Brazilian state of Rondônia is named after 
him. He was made Marshal, the highest military rank in Brazil. 
 

He still a student, he played in the abolitionist movement 
and Republicans. Was appointed head of the District 
Telegraph of Mato Grosso. Was then assigned to the 
Building Commission telegraph line that would link Mato 
Grosso and Goiás. The Republican government had 
concerns about the west of Brazil, very isolated from major 
centers and border regions. So he decided to improve 
communications building telegraph line to the Midwest. He 
accomplish this mission by opening paths, breaking land, 
casting telegraph lines, making maps of the terrain and 
especially establishing cordial relations with the Indians. 
Expeditions conducted with the Rondon Commission, with 
the aim of exploring the Amazon region. Organized in 1910 
and has run the Indian Protection Service, and from May 
1913 to May 1914 held another expedition in conjunction 

with the former president of the United States, Theodore Roosevelt. From 1919 to 
1924 he was director Engineering Army. With the revolution of 1930 that deprives 
Washington and took Luis Vargas to power, was arrested. Rondon then became 
associate of Vargas. 
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ROTARACT CLUB OF KATHMANDU MID-TOWN 

RID 3292 – NEPAL 
 
 
Pasang Lhamu Sherpa 
 
On April 22, 1993, she (1961 – 1993) created mountaineering history by becoming the 
first Nepalese woman to blaze a trail to the summit of Mt. Everest, the highest peak in 
the world. 
 

Her achievement has not only proved that Nepalese women are 
as brave and strong as their men, but also shown their 
determined and resolute character. She was extremely 
committed to her dream, the reason why she succeeded and in 
so doing, did her nation and her people proud. For many 
Nepalese women, she is a role model that they will try and 
emulate for a long, long time. For achieving what no other 
Nepalese woman had achieved before her, she was 
posthumously honored by her country in various ways. She was 
the very first woman to be decorated with the Nepal Tara (Star) 
by His Majesty the late King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah. The 

National Youth Foundation conferred the 1993-94 Youth Excellence Award on her.  
 
Similarly, in order to commemorate her achievement, a life-size statue of she was 
erected at Bouddha, Chuchepati; a postage stamp was issued in her name; the 
Government of Nepal renamed Jasamba Himal (7,315 m) in the Mahalangur Range as 
Pasang Lhamu Peak; the Ministry of Agriculture named a special strain of wheat as 
Pasang Lhamu wheat; the Pasang Lhamu Memorial Hall was established in Dhulabari 
of Jhapa district in east Nepal; and the 117 km Trishuli-Dunche road was named the 
Pasang Lhamu Highway. 
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ROTARACT CLUB OF St. ANDREW 

RID 7020 – JAMAICA 
 
 
Parris Lyew-Ayee, Jr. 
 

 
 
Dr. Lyew-Ayee is a karst geomorphologist and Geographic 
Information Systems specialist. He is also the Director of 
the Mona GeoInformatics Institute and Head of Department 
of Geography & Geology at the University of the West Indies, 
Mona Campus, Jamaica. He is currently a joint researcher 
with the Planetary Sciences Institute (Tucson, Arizona) in 
examining rock breakdown characteristics of Martian rocks 
for a NASA project. 
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INTERACT CLUB OF SANTA CRUZ DO SUL 

RID 4680 – BRAZIL 
 
 
Marechal Rondon 
 

 
Cândido Mariano da Silva Rondon or Marechal Rondon, was 
a Brazilian military officer who is most famous for his 
exploration of Mato Grosso and the Western Amazon Basin, 
and his life-long support of Brazilian indigenous populations.  
 
He was responsible for the creation of the Xingu National 
Park. The Brazilian state of Rondônia is named after him. He 
was born on 5th of May 1865, in Mimoso and died on 19th 
January 1958, at age 92, in Rio de Janeiro. 
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ROTARACT CLUB OF DHARAN GHOPA 

RID 3292 – NEPAL 
 
 
Puskar Shah 
 
Shah, an adventurous person and activist hailing from Nepalese farming family from 
the Makaibari Village Development Committee of Dolakha District is very calm and 
distinct from others, beloved by all and anxious to solve the problem surrounding him 
through his own initiative. 
 

He in his 20’s thought to have a long journey on 
a bicycle to spread the message of peace and 
love with the national flag throughout the entire 
globe. Today, after paddling his bicycle up to 
more than two hundred twenty one thousand 
kilometers has successfully traveled 150 
countries in his 11 years of restless journey. 
This is a successful history of a man with 
extraordinary passion and courage with a kind 
heart for the peaceful coexistence of the entire 
human race in the 21st century. The journey 
never stopped until he completed his world 
Cycle tour in six continents of the globe. He 

faced many ups and downs along with life threatening and thrilling experience. He is a 
pride of our country, Nepal and a true explorer to spread message of peace and 
harmony. 
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ROTARACT CLUB OF DOMBIVLI 

RID 3140 – INDIA 
 
 
Radhanath Sıkdar 
 
He (1813 – 1870) was an Indian mathematician calculated the height of Peak XV in 
the Himalaya and showed it to be the tallest mountain above sea level. Later, it was 
named as Mt. Everest. 
 

He was a resident of Jorasanko in Calcutta. He 
joined the great trigonometric survey in 1831. As a 
precocious 19 year old with a particular talent for 
spherical trigonometry, he was recommended to 
the then surveyor general, George Everest, by his 
mathematics professor at the Hindu College (now 
Presidency) in Calcutta. Everest was so impressed 
with his new computor’s performance that he 
refused to let him transfer out of his department. 
In 1852, he was tasked with calculating the heights 
of various peaks in the Himalayas. Everest had 
retired in 1843 and he was serving under Andrew 
Waugh, a student of Everest. At this point, 
compiling data about Peak XV from six different 

observations, he eventually came to the conclusion the Peak XV was the tallest in the 
world. The story goes that upon arriving at a definitive calculation of the height of the 
distant summit, he has discovered the highest mountain in the world. He gave a full 
report to Waugh who was cautious enough not to announce this discovery before 
checking with other data. When after some years, Waugh was convinced, only then did 
he publicly announce the same. Radhanath retired from service in 1862, and was later 
appointed as teacher of mathematics at the General Assembly’s Institution (now 
Scottish Church College). He died in 1862 in his villa by the side of the Ganga. In 
1856, Waugh announced Everest (then known as Peak XV) as 8,840 m (29,002 ft) high, 
after several years of calculations based on observations made by the great 
trigonometric survey. The 8,848 m (29,029 ft) height given is officially recognised by 
Nepal and China. 
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World Explorers Bulletin prepared by Bostanli Rotaract Club in collaboration with 

 

Rotaract Club of Nicosia, RID 2452, Cyprus 

Rotaract Club of Nis-Constantine The Great, RID 2483, Serbia 

Rotaract Club of Brampton, RID 7080, Canada 

Rotaract Club of Rajdhani, RID 3290, Nepal 

Rotaract Club of Medellin El Poblado, RID 4271, Colombia 

Rotaract Club of Sao Paulo Espro, RID 4610, Brazil 

Rotaract Club of Kathmandu Mid-Town, RID 3292, Nepal 

Rotaract Club of St. Andrew, RID 7020, Jamaica 

Interact Club of Santa Cruz Do Sul, RID 4680, Brazil 

Rotaract Club of Dharan Ghopa, RID 3292, Nepal 

Rotaract Club of Dombivli RID 3140, India 

 


